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kids with cancer find it hard to trust their children’s doctors. Are pediatric cancer specialists limited by that same lack of trust? According to Dr. David Livingston, a
medical oncologist who specializes in treating children with cancer, the negative effects on communication between patients and their doctors remain serious.
“[Parents] can come with things like, ‘Doctor, my kid might die from the cancer. I need you to do this,’” he says. “Unfortunately, doctors and oncologists are often
trained to look at the data and give the parents what’s called a survival rate. We tell them, ‘95 percent of people with this diagnosis live,’ as opposed to, ‘A kid with
this diagnosis is likely to live, and likely to die from something else.’” Livingston says doctors can tend to fear the parents’ reactions and the emotions that drive
their protective instincts. “Any parent will tell you they have enormous empathy for their kid,” he says. “They feel their kids’ situation. Most doctors don’t.” “Parents
will bring up things they don’t like and they won’t be the doctor’s most important priority,” Livingston says. “I don’t want a kid
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